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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In reply to the Office Action mailed July 6, 2005 that set a three-months period for a 
response, the Applicants hereby file a Request for Continued Examination (RCE), and petition 
for a one-month extension to file this response by November 6, 2005. Authorization is hereby 
given to charge Account No. 50-0359 for the RCE and the extension fee. Thus, this reply is 
timely filed. 

In view of die present amendments and remarks, reconsideration and allowance of the 
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Application No. 09/347,390 Attorney Dodcd: C-6-5 

Reply io Office Action mailed 07/06/2005 
Page II of II 

(iii) none of Aita, Swartz or Mulier teach nor suggest inducing discharge of energetic 
electrons and photons from the conducting fluid bv applying a sufficient high-frequency voltage 
between the active electrode and a return electrode as set forth in the claims, and a discussed for 
example at page 20, line 10 to page 21 , line 10 of the specification. 

Accordingly, in view of distinction of amended Claim 1 over the cited references, 
therefore dependent Claims 2-3, 6-8, 10-11, 15-17, 23-24, 26 and 4 1-46 are also not rendered 
unpatentable by the cited references. Accordingly, the present claims are allowable, which 
allowance is respectfully requested. 

Re. Rejection of r inim 7 V ttA ^ 35 U.S.C. SI03 fa) 
For the reasons set forth above* Claim 7 is not rendered unpatentable by the cited 
references. 

Re. The Non-Staiutorv Double Patenting rejection of the Claims 

The Applicants herewith file a timely terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .32 1 ( c) in view of the cited patents and patent application. 

CONCLUSION 

It is believed that claims herein and the Application are in condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, reconsideration and allowance of the Application is respectfully requested. If an 
issue remains that can be resolved by telephone, kindly contact the undersigned at (408) 735- 
6486. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Raj9aipershSd, 
Attorney for Applicants) 
Reg. No. 44168 

ArthroCare Corporation 
680 Vaqueios Avenue 
Sunnyvale, California 94085-3523 
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